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When Katie Dillman 
was forced to leave 

Phuket, Thailand, due to the 
novel coronavirus in 2020, 
she brought her community 
outreach efforts home to 
Aurora, Missouri. 
Until COVID, Katie worked at a public school, 
holding after-school programs and camps for 
the children of Phuket. On her return, and 
in April 2022, Dillman began hosting Make 
Our Day in Aurora, providing children with 
the opportunity to foster a lifetime love of 
learning and around the world. 
“Like many parents and teachers during 
COVID, I felt genuinely afraid for the mental 
and spiritual well-being of my students, 
whom I knew remote learning was either not 
going to be possible or not effective. There 
is no substitute for in-person laughter and 
encouragement to remind students that we are 
always learning.”
Make Our Day is a 
nonprofit education 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
started by Dillman 
in 2014. Programs 
throughout the 
camp provide 
children with necessary life skills such as 
cooking, gardening, yoga and coding. 
“I started Make Our Day when I realized that 
not all students look forward to weekends and 
school breaks. I was curious to see if providing 
students with the opportunity to follow their 
curiosities outside of school would improve 
their focus and behavior within my classroom 
during the school week, and it absolutely did. 
I kept working with my students to plan after-
school and weekend activities tailored to their 
interests and brought on donors to sponsor 
individual playdates, birthday parties, camps 
and classes. We have since expanded into 
supporting students to follow their curiosities 
and passions even after they age out of 
classes by providing scholarships or helping 
them get access to training or classes in their 
field of interest. If you can show students 

that it’s possible to make their 
dreams come true for a day, you 
sometimes open up a door that 
gets them thinking about what 
else could be possible to dream 
then do in their life.”
Dillman’s dedication to her 
students shows in the structure of 
the program and the tailoring to 
many students’ preferences.
“Some of my students have been 
with me many years now and the 
biggest moments that stand out to 
me are those when students have 
a shift in their mindset about 
the kind of person they believe 
themselves to be. I have a student 
who just this week finished her 
GED. The difference in the way 
she talks about her future now 
versus a few years ago when 
she saw no place for herself in 
school is incredible. My most 
memorable students have been 

students who had their confidence 
just completely decimated by not 
fitting in at school. I get to show them outside 
of school that you don’t have to be a ‘good’ 
student to be a good person. If students can 
leave my class having learned how to do 
something they couldn’t do prior to that, their 
confidence builds in a way that will serve 
them well in any endeavor they take on in life 
- inside or outside of the classroom.”
Classes will be held during the summer and 
fall of 2022. $5 Friday afternoon cooking 
classes for ages 6-12 will be from 1-3 pm in 
September and October in Aurora. Cooking 
classes involves growing herbs, baking bread, 
making homemade tortillas, learning how to 
season food to taste and how to begin building 
their very own recipe collections.

$5 Saturday Yoga classes for ages 6-12 will 
be from 10:30 am to 12 pm in September 
and October in Aurora. Sign-ups for these 
classes will not be available until after the fall 
semester of school starts in August. 
The Make Our Day Coding Team, for 5th to 
8th graders, will meet Tuesdays from 4:15 pm 
to 6 pm at the Aurora Library from September 
until early November. Coders are required to 
attend all sessions throughout the season as 
they will be competing with fellow Missouri 
coding teams in a competition to advance 
to the national competition, which will take 
place in November and December. Sign up 
for this team at makeourday.org. 
Any additional information or contact 
information can be found at makeourday.org.

“If you can show students that it’s possible 
to make their dreams come true for a day, 
you sometimes open up a door that gets 
them thinking about what else could be 
possible to dream then do in their life.”

 – Katie Dillman
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